February 7, 2018

To: Senator Michelle N. Kidani, Chair
Senator Kaiali‘i Kahele, Vice Chair
Senate Committee on Education

From: Mandy Finlay, Director of Public Policy
Hawaii Children’s Action Network

Re: S.B. 2226— Relating to Preschool Educator Training Requirements
Hawaii State Capitol, Room 229, February 7, 2018, 2:51 PM

On behalf of Hawaii Children’s Action Network (HCAN), we are writing in SUPPORT of S.B. 2226, which
would require specialized training in early childhood education for all teachers and educational
assistants within the Executive Office on Early Learning Public Pre-Kindergarten Program.

There is no debate that early learning opportunities have long lasting positive influence on children. We
know, for example, that over 85 percent of a child’s brain is developed by the age of five. Despite
positive advances over the past four years, Hawaii still remains far behind other states in providing early
childhood education. To provide quality early education, however, we must invest in our early learning
educators. Research shows that teachers are most effective in the classroom, and ultimately in
improving child outcomes, when they have bachelor’s degrees or higher, with specialized training or
licensure in early childhood education.

For these reasons, HCAN respectfully requests that the committee pass this bill.

HCAN is committed to building a unified voice advocating for Hawaii’s children by improving their safety,
health, and education.
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TESTIMONY BEFORE THE SENATE COMMITTEE ON EDUCATION

PERSON TESTIFYING: Robyn S. B. Chun
DATE: Wednesday, February 7, 2018

TIME: 2:51 PM

LOCATION: State Capitol Conference Room 229

TITLE OF BILL: SB 2226 RELATING TO PRESCHOOL EDUCATOR TRAINING
Honorable Chair Kidani, Vice Chair Kahele and Committee Members

I strongly support SB 2226 Relating to Preschool Educator Training. | appreciate the forward
thinking of our state lawmakers in the area of early learning and previous work to establish
policies that lay the foundation for our youngest keiki to succeed educationally and in life.

SB 2226 makes needed amendment to H.B. No. 2507, of the Hawaii Revised Statutes clarifying
the appropriate coursework needed to provide teachers and educational assistants in the state’s
Public PreKindergarten Program with competencies essential to teaching in PreK classrooms. The
amendments are consistent the research base and with nationwide benchmarks the National
Institute of Early Education Research has developed to guide programs and states in establishing
policy and allocating resources that ensure that investments in state PreK settings are
implemented in a manner that leads to positive outcomes (Barnett, Friedman-Krauss, Weisenfeld,
Horowitz, Kasmin, & Squires, 2016).

When the state launched the public PreK program in 2014, teacher and educational assistant
qualifications were not included in the original statute. PreK was new to the Department of
Education. Time was needed to develop awareness about how critical this expertise is to a
successful PreK program. Former Superintendent Matayoshi’s (February 4, 2015) testimony for
the HB820 HD 2 and SB 844 SD 2 acknowledged that the "current DOE infrastructure with
regards to early childhood recruitment, certification, capacity-building and resources to lead and
support early learning is limited and underdeveloped." She reinforced the importance of the
Executive Office of Early Learning’s in leading efforts to build capacity in the workforce and the
early learning programs for our state.

Currently, the University of Hawai‘i system early childhood education programs, Samuel & Mary
Castle Foundation, State Public Charter School Commission Preschool Development Grant
program and other partners are collaborating with the Executive Office of Early Learning to
address the need for greater access to coursework. We are also working to increase funding to
assist teachers and para-professionals seeking certificates and degrees in the age group and field.

This bill establishes a start date of 2020 when specialized training will be required, allowing time
for current teachers and educational assistants to obtain appropriate credentials in the age group
and field. It also allows time to build workforce capacity and to recruit and provide coursework
that will enable the state to increase the number of teachers and EAs with the appropriate
preparation to teach in this high needs area.

Our state funded programs require qualified professionals and para-professionals with the same
level of expertise in the field and age group as would be required for teachers and educational
assistants in other state funded education positions. Proper preparation ensures adults in state
funded PreK classrooms are prepared to implement the research-based practices that lead to
positive life and educational outcomes.

Thank you for the opportunity to provide testimony on this measure.
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STATE OF HAWAI|
DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION
P.O. BOX 2360
HOMOLULU, HAWAI'| 96804

Date: 02/04/2015

Time: 02:00 PM

Location: 309

Committee: House Education

Department: Education
Person Testifying: Kathryn S. Matayoshi, Superintendent of Education
Title of Bill: HB 0820 RELATING TO PUBLIC EARLY CHILDHOOD EDUCATION

Purpose of Bill: Establishes the Executive Office on Early Learning Prekindergarten
Program to be administered by the Executive Office on Early Learning
and provided through Department of Education public schools and
public charter schools.

Department's Position:

The Department of Education recognizes the importance of early childhood education, as well
as its impact upon our children’s future outcomes and the state’s economic growth. However,
we are unable to fully support this measure and offer the following comments.

Our mission is to ensure Hawaii's public school students receive a quality education. As such,
the Department is tasked with providing education for students in grades K-12 and its expertise
and priorities lies therein. Furthermore, our current infrastructure with regards to early
childhood recruitment, certification, capacity-building and resources to lead and support early
learning is limited and underdeveloped.

The Department recognizes the Executive Office on Early Leaming (EOEL) as possessing the
early childhood expertise, including but not limited to comprehensive early childhood
development and learning. Therefore, any early childhood programs should be under the
management and operational oversight of the EOEL.

We respectfully request that the language in this measure (p.19, lme 1 Sechnn 2 (1 }} be revised
to read, as follows: "Be provided through depa : d-oublic
charerschools the Exacutwe Office on Early Learnmu EEDEL‘.I who mav r::artner wlth tha
department of education,....

Thank you for the opportunity to provide testimony on this measure.
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